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Bone Drug Alert

People taking Fosamax and similar
drugs to enhance bone density may
risk a very rare but alarming side ef-
fect: “jawbone death.”

Medical journals have reported hun-
dreds of cases in which patients taking
drugs known as bisphosphonates de-
veloped osteonecrosis of the jaw
(ON]). Potentially disfiguring and hard
to treat, ONJ is characterized by jaw
pain and ulcerations in the mouth.

The problem seems to arise main-
ly after patients—predominantly can-
cer patients receiving the drugs intra-
venously—undergo an invasive dental
procedure such as tooth extraction.

But some patients with ONJ have
taken pills—Fosamax or, less com-
monly, Actonel—for osteoporosis, the
thinning of the bones that can lead to
fractures. In April a Florida woman
sued Merck, the maker of Fosamax,
claiming the drug destroyed her jaw-

bone. Merck added ONTJ to the warn-
ing label for Fosamax last year.

Susan Ott, M.D., an osteoporosis ex-
pert at the University of Washington,
says the drug may be overused among
women who overestimate their risk
for osteoporosis. But she says women
with full-blown osteoporosis should
not avoid Fosamax because the risk of
jawbone problems is very small.

Patients taking bisphosphonates
should alert their dental professionals,
says Marc Balson, past president of the
American Association of Endodontists.

IMPLANT RECALL

Do Nothing

Suppose you have an im-
planted cardiac defibrilla-
tor and the manufacturer
recalls the device?

The best thing to do may
be nothing, since replacing an im-
planted defibrillator has a substantial
risk of complications, says Andrew
Krahn, M.D., of the London Health
Sciences Centre in Ontario, Canada.

Krahn surveyed reports on 2,915
Canadians with implants who re-
ceived recall notices during 2004-
2005. Eighteen percent (533) had re-
placement surgery—of those, 43 had
complications and two died. Among
those who did not replace the device,
only three malfunctions occurred—
there were no fatalities or serious
complications. The study was pub-
lished April 26 in the Journal of the
American Medical Association.
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Create Your Own Outdoor Room...In Just Seco

Opens & Closes In
Less Than 60 Seconds!

You choose full sun or total
protection in just seconds!

Call for a FREE Catalog & DVD!
1-800-876-8060 Ext. 12006

Optional Screenroom Available! 5

Introducing The Revolutionary
SunSetter® Retractable Awning!

If you're tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on...baked
out...or just plain ruined by unpredictable weather...

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather
on your deck or patio! It's the incredi-
ble SunSetter® Retractable Awning! A
simple...easy-to-use...& affordable way
to outsmart the weather and start
enjoying your deck or patio more...rain |
or shine!

The SunSetter® is like adding a
whole extra outdoor room to your
home...giving you instant protection
from glaring sun...or light showers!
Plus it’s incredibly easy to use...open-
ing & closing effortlessly in less than
60 seconds!

So, stop strugglmg w1th the
weather... & = :
start enjoying
your deck or
patio more!

FREE Catalog & DVD Call Toll-Free: 1-800- 876-80
1 & YES! Please send your FREE Catalog & DVD ...including Special Savings now in effect... TG
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RETRACTABLE AWNINGS

184 Charles St., Dept. 12006, Malden, MA 02148
Visit us today at www.sunsetter.com



