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 LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
 1. Define Longitudinal Fractures according to the classification scheme:

     a. Craze Line

     b. Cuspal Fracture

     c. Cracked Tooth

     d. Split Tooth

     e. Vertical Root Fracture.

 2. Articulate ways to identify and accurately diagnose Longitudinal Fractures.

     a. Explore the "typical" characteristics of Longitudinally Fractured Teeth.

     b. Determine what diagnostic aids are required to locate fractures in teeth.

 3. List alternatives and rationale for treatment of teeth with longitudinal fractures.

 4. Review information that the patient and dentist must consider regarding prognosis.

Definitions of LONGITUDINAL TOOTH FRACTURES (images from 2008 AAE Colleagues for Excellence Newsletter)
	
	Location
	Direction
	Orientation
	Symptoms
	Signs
	How to Identify
	Treatment
	Prognosis

	Craze Line
	Crown
	Variable
	Occlusal
	None
	None
	Illumination
	None
	Excellent

	Cuspal Fracture
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	Crown to Root
	M-D &/or F-L
	Occlusal
	Acute
	Separable Segment
	Remove Segment
	Remove Segment and Restore (RCT if pulp exposed)
	Good

	Cracked Tooth
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	Crown Only or Crown to Root
	M-D
	Occlusal
	Highly Variable
	Variable
	Remove Restoration, Stain, Biting Forces, Transilluminate,  Wedge Segments (not separable)
	Varied (Depends on Pulpal and Periradicular Diagnosis)
	Questionable

	Split Tooth
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	Crown to Root
	M-D
	Occlusal
	Acute, Mastication
	Separable Segments
	Remove Restoration, Wedge Segments (separable)
	Remove Separable Segment (determine restorability and need for RCT vs Removal)
	Hopeless

	Vertical Root Fracture
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	Root Only
	F-L (usually)
	Root (any level)
	Usually None
	Variable
	Reflect Flap and Transilluminate
	Removal (of involved root or entire tooth)

	Hopeless (for involved root)


