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AAE Position Statement

Placing of dental implants is within the scope of practice of endodontics. 

According to the ADA Definition of the Specialty of Endodontics, “its study 

and practice encompass the basic clinical sciences including biology of the 

normal pulp; the etiology, diagnosis, prevention and treatment of diseases 

and injuries of the pulp, and associated periradicular conditions.” The goal of 

endodontic treatment is to save the natural tooth.

If a patient visits an endodontist and, during treatment planning, the 

endodontist determines that 1) the tooth must be extracted, and 2) a dental 

implant placed, the endodontist may proceed with extraction and placement 

of the implant if it is in the best interest of the patient. This is congruent with 

the concept of providing the best possible dental care in the least invasive 

manner. Patients can avoid multiple dental visits, thus reducing the stresses 

that dentistry evokes and allowing more expeditious completion of treatment 

Dental graduates receive education and training in dental implants while 

in dental school. Endodontists receive additional implant training as 

part of their endodontic graduate program. Implants have been part of 

Commission on Dental Accreditation Accreditation Standards for Advanced 

Specialty Education Programs in Endodontics since 1974. In 2006, the 

CODA endodontic standards were revised, increasing the level of knowledge 

required from “familiarity” to “understanding” and replacing “endodontic 

endosseous implants, osseointegrated implants and techniques for placing of 

implants” with the broad term “implant dentistry.”

CODA standards set the minimal educational requirements, and each 

program can determine how advanced the training should be in any of the 

areas identified within the document. A number of endodontic advanced 

education programs significantly exceed the CODA requirements in the area 

of dental implants
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this position statement for 
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referring dentists.

Scope of 

Endodontics:

Dental Implants

The guidance in this 

statement is not intended 

to substitute for a clinician’s 

independent judgment in 

light of the conditions and 

needs of a specific patient. 

State law governs scope of 

practice. Contact your state 

dental association for specific 

information on scope of 

practice in your jurisdiction.



Access additional resources at www.aae.org

In addition, courses on implant dentistry are regular 

features of the AAE continuing education curriculum since 

AAE members place implants and seek the most current 

training. From 2008-2011, there were 37 sessions at AAE 

continuing education events on dental implants, most of 

which were taught by endodontists. The AAE 2009 Fall 

Conference topic was “Implants in Endodontics—Treatment 

Planning and Placement Technique.”
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